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If you have had anything to do with Aldrich in the last 43 years, 
you probably have heard of Colette Miller.  She was a teacher 
during that time with  13 of those years being full time.  She also 
taught Aldrich Outdoors, the summer program,  worked in the 
office and was on the board of directors.  She served as an 
assistant teacher and also as a lead teacher mentoring many new 
teachers.  Colette has a passion for signing ASL (American Sign 
Language).  Not only did she use it with her own classes, but  one 
year she  taught enrichment signing classes for all Aldrich 
classes.  This past fall she taught a mini course of signing. 
Colette loves teaching; she loves children.  A favorite tenet of 
Colette’s is, “I see behaviors which are inappropriate as mis-
learned ways and my role is to help children learn appropriate 

ways.”  Colette continues to work for the Good of Children in many ways. One of which is 
being a tutor through the Reading Center in Rochester. 

Even though Colette will be missed as a member of the regular teaching staff here at Aldrich, 
we know that we are not saying good-bye.  We are thinking of many ways including subbing 
that Colette can still be a part of Aldrich.  

43 Years for The Good of Children  
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“Aldrichland, A World of Fun!” 
Annual Carnival 2006 

The annual Aldrich carnival was held on Saturday, May 6, and once again it 
was a huge success!  There were a variety of activities including pony rides in 
which  children and families could participate.   

Many parents and friends donated items, volunteered hours and purchased 
tickets which helped to make the event a huge success grossing over 
$14,000.  This money, after expenses, will benefit the Aldrich financial 
assistance and other school programs.   

Last year 33 families received financial assistance to attend Aldrich. 
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Over the past years, the Aldrich Board of Directors has worked to create and strengthen a 
legacy that would benefit the children of our community. 

After seeking advice from the Rochester Area Foundation and others, an endowment fund was 
created to build a foundation. It is from this fund that we can aid families with financial need 
and give more children the opportunity to experience an Aldrich education. 

This fund is held by the Rochester Area Foundation, which allows ongoing contributions and 
growth. In addition, RAF has marketing tools and the expertise to manage our fund well into 
the future. This endowment fund also allows for a structured approach for donors who 
consider Aldrich in their estate planning. 

Previous events, such as the Emeralds & Endowment Gala and the Ageless Art Benefit, have 
been extremely successful in strengthening the Aldrich endowment fund. Last year alone, 
over $8,900 was raised for the fund, bringing the total held in the fund to just over $25,300! 

As members of the Aldrich community, we all look forward to the continued growth of this 
fund and to the opportunities it provides for children. The Board of Directors is already hard 
at work planning the next benefit, which will be held November 11, 2006 – plan to attend 
another exciting Aldrich benefit!  

The Aldrich Endowment Fund 

Trading Places 
After 13 full and wonderful years as the Aldrich Director, Dorey 
Johnson has taken a step back from her full time duties.  
Thankfully, Bonnie Stauff, the former Assistant Director of six 
years has stepped into her position and will serve as the interim 
Director for the 2006-2007 school year.  Dorey will stay on as the 
new Assistant Director.   The switch was effective on July 1st. 

Together, Dorey and Bonnie make a very effective leadership 
team.  Dorey has been with the school 18 years, 13 of those as 
full-time Director.  In the years of her term, she has brought 
consistency, thoughtfulness, fairness and clear direction to the 
position.   It’s definitely a bonus that she will stay on in the part-
time Assistant Position. 

Bonnie has been at Aldrich 17 years, six of those as part-time 
Assistant Director and part-time teacher.   Bonnie has shown already 
to be an asset as the new Director, jumping into the duties with 
enthusiasm and extra hours.   She leads with thoughtfulness and 
fairness and is a warm and caring person.  She will do the school 
proud in her new position. 

These two leaders have been an integral part in maintaining the 
school’s reputation as a quality institution and Aldrich has thrived 
under their direction.  Bonnie and Dorey are both knowledgeable 
leaders, exemplary role models and dedicated to the success of 
Aldrich.  All at Aldrich appreciate the work they do as the leaders of 
the school.  

Bonnie Stauff, Director 

Dorey Johnson, Asst. Director 
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On May 11, 2006 many current and former Aldrich teachers, staff, 
board members, families and friends gathered to dedicate the Aldrich 
Garden aptly named Aldrich: A Place to Grow.   

The turnout was impressive considering 
the blustery, cold day that felt more like 
March than May. Highlights of the 
presentation included children planting 
seeds, a song, “Love Grows”, performed 
by children participating in that day’s 
stay and play Lunch Bunch program and the unveiling of a stunning, 
engraved fountain donated by the family of Lindsey Anne Ronningen. 

Thank you to everyone who dug into this project.  The garden has 
definitely come into full bloom.  If you have not seen it recently, be 
sure to visit.  It is heartwarming to watch the children drawn to this 
delightful sensory experience located by the school’s east entrance. 

Again, thanks to everyone across the years who made this wonderful 
gift that will keep on growing come to life. 

Bmesjdi!Hbsefo!Efejdbujpo!

Facility Update 
Keep an eye out for facility improvements this fall when you head back to Aldrich.  As you walk 
your eager youngsters into the building be sure to admire: 

• New handicapped-accessible concrete ramps leading from the freshly patched and re-striped 
parking area to the sidewalk. 

• A brand new concrete sidewalk installed at the west end of the building to replace one that was 
cracked and had seen better days. 

• A bigger and better Playground 1!  The fenced playground area was expanded and additional 
concrete was poured near the building to allow young speedsters a larger area to play with 
wheeled toys. 

• Safety improvements to Playground 3!  New playground edging has been installed and the play 
area re-graded to keep the gravel in the large play area from finding its way onto the walkway. 

• Indoor improvements include replacement of worn tile flooring in Classroom 2 and carpet 
stretching in Playroom 1. 

• Classroom 1 is slated for improvements to better accommodate concurrent classes.  The 
committee is seeking the input of the classroom teachers and interior design resources to assist 
in modifying the existing space to best meet our teachers’ and students’ needs.  Watch for 
changes in the next year. 

A big thanks goes to the staff, teachers and board members who volunteered to be the facility 
committee.  Your hard work is appreciated! 



 

  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  
Aldrich will receive $5100 from the Community Development Block Grant for the 
2006 – 2007 school year.  All of the money will go toward financial assistance for 
Aldrich tuition.  Many thanks to the City Council for awarding this funding.  

Aldrich participates in the community in a variety of ways.   

• During this past school year five college students from Winona State University, Rochester 
Community and Technical College and Crown College had a teaching experience at Aldrich.   

• Two high school students from Century H.S. spent a semester with an Aldrich class.   
• Throughout the year Mayo pediatric residents come to observe. 
• Food was collected for Channel One, and toys for the Salvation Army. 
• Each staff person was given the opportunity to contribute to United Way. 
• Aldrich decorated  a mini tree for the Festival of Trees and participated in Family Fun Night 

in April. 

ALDRICH in the COMMUNITY 
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On November 11th, Aldrich will be hosting its third annual benefit, entitled 
“Ageless Art,” at the Plummer House.  The proceeds from this social event will 
go toward the Aldrich Endowment Fund.  The night will begin with wine and 
hors d’oeurves provided by Catering by Design, followed by live and silent 
auctions of work donated by local artists. 

The evening should add up to unbelievable memories and a strengthened 
endowment fund, which will provide financial assistance for future children to 
attend our wonderful school.  Invitations will be mailed soon.  If you do not 
receive an invitation, know of someone who would like to attend, or you would 
like to donate a piece of art, please call the office at 289-3097.  We hope you 
will join us for this amazing event!  
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Continuing to learn about nurturing the 
growth and well-being of a child is an 
important goal that we share here at Aldrich.  Because 
of that, staff development and parent education are 
part of Aldrich’s mission. 

In addition to off site conferences, some of the 
opportunities provided on site this past year include: 

1. Several tapes from a video series entitled The 
Whole Child which provide essential information 
about children’s physical, emotional and cognitive 
development; offer techniques to use in difficult 
situations; and show how to help children develop 
to their fullest potential.  After teachers viewed the 
videos there was lively discussion,  and parents 
had/have the opportunity to check out the tapes.  
The tapes include: 

a. Dealing with Feelings – which offers 
activities that promote emotional health in 
family relations, self-expression and dealing 
with stress. 

b. Let’s Talk About It - which deals with 
language acquisition and methods for 
increasing language competence 

c. Growing Minds - which shares various 
approaches to developing mental ability 

2. The Nurtured Heart Approach, a comprehensive 
non-punitive method of dealing with challenging 
behaviors in young children was presented by 
parenting coach Tina Feigal, M.S. ED. 

3. Love and Logic authors, Foster Cline, M.D. and 
Jim Fay, believe that “effective parenting centers 
around love: love that is not permissive, love that 
doesn’t tolerate disrespect, but also love that is 
powerful enough to allow kids to make mistakes 
and permit them to live with the consequences of 
those mistakes.”  Love and Logic references added 
to Aldrich’s Helmholz check-out library include: 

a. the book, Parenting with Love and Logic, 
by Cline and Fay 

b. “Helicopters, Drill Sargents and 
Consultants” a CD by Fay 

c. “Four Steps to Responsibility,” a CD by 
Fay 

d. “Painless Parenting for the Preschool 
Years,” a DVD by Fay. 

Adult Education  
Aldrich Board Of Directors 

Executive Committee 
Director Bonnie Stauff 

Assistant Director Dorey Johnson 

Past President Melissa Murphy 

President Allison Benike 

President Elect Nina Sargent 

Treasurer Mike Augustin 

Secretary Dawn Welch 

Finance Chair Chris Wolf 

Education Chair Nicole Watson 

Personnel Chair Nikki Kranebell 

Personnel Committee 

Chair Nikki Kranebell 

 Laura Allen 

 Susan Benysh 

 Karinn Brown 

 Amy Buckmeier 

 Kelly Holton 

 KatieAnn  McKee 

 Marshall Tweed 

President Allison Benike 

Education Committee 

Chair Nicole Watson 

 Bob Domnick 

 Travis Dynes 

 Jill Hilleshiem 

 Steve Kelly 

 Marla Kruse 

 Sarah Lennon 

 Dana Pollinger 

 Wendy Reynolds 

 Sara Royer 

 Jennifer Tweed 

President Allison Benike 

Finance Committee  
Chair Chris Wolf 

 Mike Augustin 

 Kelli Butrum 

 John Horntvedt 

 Nina Sargent 

 Dawn Welch 

President Allison Benike 

 Sara Gettman 

 Denise Fogarty 
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Aldrich would like to thank all the following business for supporting our 2006 Carnival.  

 American Family Ins 
AmericInn 
AmericInn 
Andy's Liquor 
Anytime Fitness 
Apollo 
Applebee's Apache 

Ashley's Hallmark 
Beaded Treasure 
Bicycle Sports Inc 
Bravo Espresso 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Canadian Honker 
Caribou Coffee 
Carousel Floral and Gift 
Children's Museum of LaCrosse 
Chipotle 
Chiropractic First 
Classic Cuts 
Coldstone Creamery 
Complete Garage 
Completely Canines 
Curves 
Daube's Bakery 
Dave’s Sewing Center 
David Carisch Family 
Deamaur Salon & Spa 
Dinosaur Walk (MOA) 
Discovery Toys -Kari Richards 
Disons 
Dos Amigos 
Dunn Bros. Coffee 
Edible Arrangements 
Ed-Ventures 
Elli Piechelmann 
Elton Hills BP station 
Erberts and Gerberts 
Famous Dave's 
Fast Frame Gallery 
Fazolis 
Francee Coffee 
Franz Printing Co. 
Glynners Pub 
Godfather's Pizza 

Arbonne International - Lori Miller-Beach 

Gold Canyon - Erica Wolf 
Good Food Store  
Grandma's Kitchen 
Great American Cookies 
Great Clips 
Great Harvest 
Hanny's Mens Wear 
Hart Photography 
Heritage Suites 
Hers 
Home Interiors - Milissa Miller 
Hunt's Silver Lake Drug 
HyVee 
Jiffy Lube 
Jim's Autocare 
John & Stacy Thorson 
John Hardy Barbecue 
Just for Kix 
Kaats Gymn 
Kahler Grand Hotel 
Kismet 
Knights Formal Wear 
Kristen’s Knits 
Le Jardin 
Lids 
Maggie Suino 
Meadow Lakes Golf Course 
Melissa and Bob 
Message Therapist 
Minnesota Twins 
Minnesota Vikings 
Minnesota Zoo 
Miracle Nails 
Mugby Junction 
Nascar 
Nature's Best Cleaners 
Newts 
Nordic Gypsy Beads & Jewelry 
Northbrook Barbers 
Northgate Health Club 
Office Max 
O'Hair Salon 
Old Log Theatre 
Olive Garden 
Optical Vision 

Panera 
Perkins 
Phillip’s Shoes 
Pizza Man 
Play It Again Sports 
Premier Bank 
ProCuts 
Quilting Cupboard 
R!Ah Hair Studio 
RAC 
Recreation Lanes 
Renning’s Flowers 
Ritz Camera 
ROC Nails 
Rochester Indoor Tennis Club 
Rochester Park and Rec 
Roscoes 
Sadies  
Salon 
Salon Chic 
Sargent's 
Silver Lake Food and Liquor 
Soccer Connections 
Sonie's Pet Grooming 
Stacy Eastman 
Staples 
Struve Paint 
Supercuts 
Take Off Salon 
Tammy Brown 
TGI Friday's 
Underwater Adventures 
Urban trends Salon & Spa 
Valentino's 
Vertical Endeavors 
Vickie Anderson 
Victoria's 
Viozzi Family 
Webster Family 
Whistle Binkie's 
Whitings 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
Ye Old Butcher Shoppe 
YMCA 
Zadeo's Pizza 
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Aldrich Memorial Nursery School expresses sincere gratitude to our friends who have so 
generously supported our program.  Your gifts help maintain Aldrich’s goal of being the best school 
for young children. 

We apologize if we have inadvertently misspelled or omitted anyone’s name.  Please email us at 
Aldrich@aldrichnurseryschool.com if we have made an error so we can rectify the situation in a 
future publication. 

In Honor of: 
Cindi Halleen 

Dee Hollaren 

Sarah Keller 

Colette Miller 

In Memory of: 
Daniel M Coppin 

Norma S. Coppin 

Lindsey Anne Ronningen  

CONTRIBUTORS  
Ann Allen 

Laura & Jon Allen 

Mary Apfel 

Laurie & John Archbold 

Susan Arnold 

Patty & John Atkinson 

Mike Augustin & Kathy 
MacLaughlin 

Bonnie & Dave Bailey 

Kay & Bob Battista 

Allison & Aaron Benike 

Cindy & John Benike 

Lorraine & Jim Benike 

Marion & Louis Bortolon 

Jody & Thomas Bower 

Ardell & Judy Brede 

Karinn & Dwight Brown 

Larry R. Brown 

Marj & Larry Burfeind 

Kim Butters 

Pat & Don Butters 

Tom Cummings 

Amy & Christopher Davis 

Jeanne & Wayne DeBruin 

Brigette Barrette & Claude 
Deschamps 

Marcia & Al Dollerschell 

 

Melissa & Bob Domnick 

Randy Douglas 

Millie & Charles Drage 

Amy Drysdale 

Denise Dupras 

Amy & Roy Dyer 

Pat & Dick Edwards 

Melanie & Mark Flaherty 

Lorene & Pat Fleming 

JoAnn & Michael  Frisch 

Patty & Rick Galbraith 

Karen Garrity 

Pat & Cliff Gastineau 

Gathman Family 

Richard & Karen Geier 

Sara & Matthew Gettman 

Marta Matray Gloviczki 

Joan & Loren Grosso 

Pat Gurley 

Mary & Gil Gutknecht 

Lyle Harlor 

Tutti Harrington 

Mildred Hawkins 

Heather & James Hebl 

Connie & Don Heintz 

Virginia Henderson 

Jan & Jim Hermanson 

Dee & Vince Hollaren 

Kelly & Donnie Holtan 

Dianna & Lester Horntvedt 

Erin & John Horntvedt 

Patricia & William Hoversten 

Jan & John Iverson 

Barb Jack 

Dorey & Chuck Johnson 

Jane & Keith Johnson 

Johnson Printing 

Pam & Mike Kanz 

Sarah & Bob Keller 

Erin Knoebell & Steve Kelly 

Anjum & Muhammad Khan 

Sara King 

Nikki & Chad Kranebell 

Marianne & William 
Kullback 

Susan & Joe Kane 

Kathy & Cliff Lawrence 

Denison Howse Lee 

Russell Lemire 

Sarah & Ryan Lennon 

Jean & Rich Locke 

Gen & Paul Lutzke 

Dr. & Mrs. W.E. Mayberry 

Colette Madison 

Connie Fossen & Mark 
Manus 

Michaun & David Marcoux 

Jill & Thomas Marquardt 

Carolyn McIntosh 

Arthur & Judy Melvin 

Colette Miller & Francis 
Gurtz 

Kari Makoutz 

Gloria & Dennis Mongoven 

Ancy & Robert Morse 

Melissa & Joshua Murphy 

Thomas Holmes & Sue 
Myaya 

Karen Fairbourn & Karl 
Nath 

Kari & Lee Newhall 

Linda & David Newman 

Patricia Perkins 

Nancy & Michael Plute 

 

 

Kristin Pollock 

Jim Postier 

Debbie & Brian Price 

Brenda & Craig Reichel 

Rhonna & Otis Rickman 

Brian & Tia Ronningen 

Charles Ronningen 

Eric Ronningen 

Becky & Dan Sargent 

Faye & Forrest Sargent 

Nina & Nick Sargent 

Sargent’s Landscape Nursery 

Heidi & Tom Schneider 

Gwen & Larry Scilley 

Bobbi Seaquist 

Gary Seaquist 

Mary & Randy Shelerud 

Ann & Andy Simcox 

Chris Skogen 

Cris Smith 

Lisa & Bill Smith 

Bonnie & Curt Stauff 

Shannon Steinfeldt 

Lillian Stenehjem 

Jessica Teigen 

Barb Truax 

Sarah & Dung Truong 

Jennifer & Marshall Tweed 

Jan & Rich Vetter 

Nicole & James Watson 

Dawn & Trip Welch 

Cara & Grant Wilson 

Randy Zeigler  
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If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail, have an address change or would like to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact us at aldrich@aldrichnurseryschool.com or call the office at 507-289-3097. 

Facts from school year ‘05 - ‘06  
• The number of children attending Aldrich at one time = 495 

• The number of children with special needs who attended Aldrich through the Rochester 
Public Schools = 18 

• The number of children who were here through Child Care Resource and Referal Learning 
Readiness = 59 

• The number of children who were here through Child Care Assistance = 6 

• The number of children who attended Aldrich through Interfaith Hospitality Network. = 2 

• The number of children who attended through Aldrich’s financial assistance = 33  

Shop at iGive.com 
A portion of your purchase (between 1—15%) 
will be donated to Aldrich. When you register 
list Aldrich as your cause and shop through 
the igive site. 

Please visit us at: 
www.aldrichnurseryschool.com 

or 
Email us at: 

aldrich@aldrichnurseryschool.com 


